Glossary

Global Warming: The warming of the Earth currently occuring because of
man-related activities. All 10 of the hottest years on record have occured in the
last 15 years.

Carbon Dioxide: A gas which naturally exists in the air and acts like a blanket to
keep the planet warm. Burning fossil fuels releases excess carbon dioxide into the
air and is causing the earth to heat more than normal.

Greenhouse Effect: This is the process that describes how carbon dioxide in the
upper atmosphere acts like a greenhouse to keep the heat in. The carbon dioxide
is like the glass in a greenhouse or like a blanket, as mentioned above.

Fossil Fuels: These are the fuels we burn to run most of our cars, power plants,
and appliances. The energy that powers your hot water heater or fridge in your
house, for example, releases carbon dioxide into the air.

Conservation: This is the act of preserving, restoring, and protecting the
environment from damage or loss. To 'conserve energy' means to use only what
you need and to adopt energy habits that remove all wasteful releases of energy.
For example, in the summer to make a room really cold with air conditioning is
wasteful and does not conserve energy, just like leaving a door open in the
summer or winter lets out cold air or the heat from your house.

Green Power: Renewable forms of energy. Solar panels, wind mills and
geothermal (heat that naturally comes from within the earth) are examples that use
infinite sources of natural energy without causing damage to the environment.

Global Footprint: This is the amount of carbon dioxide you personally release
into the atmosphere. The challenge is to take actions which erase your footprint.

Hybrid Car: This is a car which uses both an electric battery along with a
traditional engine to power your car.Hybrid cars get much better gas mileage,
save you money at the gas pump, and release far less carbon dioxide into the air.

CFL Bulbs or Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs: Standard light bulbs waste
90% of the energy they use on creating heat. CFL bulbs cost a little more in the
store but over the span of their life will save around $30 in energy costs, making
them better for both the environment and your bank account!
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On Top of Our Planet

On top of our planet You see, we can stop it
Once covered in show "But does this mean work?"
Now sits a polar bear It's our only option,
"With nowhere to go." So don't be a jerk!
While in the Pacific "Let's buy CFL bulbs!"
There is a great reef "And green power, too!"
That is slowly dying "Did you know hybrid cars
"We fish are in grief." Save money for you!"
It's called global warming, Doing these simple things
There's no longer doubt, Will cut back carbon
It's changing our climate “Calculate your foot print!”
"And may snuff us out!" "Reduce it to none!"
Oh, Carbon Dioxide “Now take it some action”
Polluting the air “And join the march too!”
traps the sun's heat in “Tell all your friends as well
"But let's not despair!" Our planet needs you!”
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